
 

 

Response from the Women’s Rights Network 
 
 
Background 
 
The Women’s Rights Network (WRN) is a grass-roots organisation which was formed to protect 
the sex-based rights of women and girls and we have a rapidly growing membership across the 
UK. Our members include journalists, lawyers, police officers and others with a close interest in 
the accuracy and fairness of police and crime reporting. Many of our wider membership have also 
expressed concerns at the way in which some news organisations are reporting crimes by men 
who claim to be women. 
 
Accuracy should be the foundation of all journalism, and the IPSO Editors’ Code of Practice 
acknowledges this in its first point: “The press must take care not to publish inaccurate, 
misleading or distorted information or images…”1 
 
In the recently updated Editors’ Codebook, IPSO chairman, Lord Faulks makes the point: “Now, 
more than ever, there is a desire and a need for content that can be identified as accurate and 
accountable.”2 
 
However, there is currently a great deal of inconsistency and confusion around the reporting of 
crimes committed by people who identify as transgender. As a result, reporting on these issues is 
often neither accurate nor accountable. 
 

Inconsistent coverage 
 
A clear example of this is coverage of the conviction of ‘Claire’ Goodier. 
 
Mail Online referred to Goodier as a ‘transgender paedophile’ in their headline and as a trans 
woman in the second paragraph.  
 
Mail Online reported Goodier ‘now identifies as a woman’ but has been ‘sent to a men’s prison 
because she is not legally female’. 
 
The coverage referred to Goodier’s previous convictions under the name ‘John’ and made it clear 
he had been charged under this name: ’Goodier was identified in court listings under a male name 
but with a note added to be addressed in the hearing as Claire. A Sexual Harm Prevention Order 
issued is under that female identity.’  
 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10336917/Paedophile-60-identifies-female-jailed-20-
months-sex-dog.html 
 
 
NorthantsLive (part of the same Reach group as Mirror online) made it clear that Goodier was 
born a man and had twice been convicted for possession of indecent images of children under 
the name John.  
 
In the headline Goodier was described as a ‘woman’ but in the opening paragraph they were 
described as a ‘trans woman’. 
 
https://www.northantslive.news/news/uk-world-news/trans-woman-dog-sex-jailed-
6397018#comments-wrapper 

 
1 https://www.ipso.co.uk/media/2032/ecop-2021-ipso-version-pdf.pdf 
2 https://www.editorscode.org.uk/downloads/codebook/Codebook-2021.pdf  (page) 



 

 

 
 
Mirror online ran largely similar copy to its fellow Reach publication, NorthantsLive, but used 
female pronouns and referred to Goodier as a woman throughout its news story. 
  
It mentioned Goodier’s previous convictions, but without reference to the fact that they were 
recorded under the name John, as Northants Live had done. 
 
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/woman-jailed-over-cocaine-fuelled-25770541 
 
The Northwich Guardian (part of the Newsquest group) used female pronouns and referred to 
Goodier as a woman throughout its coverage. It also referred to the defendant’s previous 
convictions, but without reference to the fact that they were recorded under the name John. 
 
https://www.northwichguardian.co.uk/news/19802592.northwich-woman-jailed-cocaine-fuelled-
sex-dog/ 
 
The Sun referred to Goodier as a woman, and used female pronouns throughout. It also referred 
to Goodier’s previous convictions, but without reference to the fact that they were recorded under 
the name John. 
 
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/17120239/woman-jailed-cocaine-fuelled-sex-alsatian/ 
 
All of these articles included this image, which leaves no doubt that Goodier is a man: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opinion presented as fact 
 



 

 

Every one of these outlets is regulated by IPSO, yet there are contradictions in the reported 
‘facts’: 
 
Goodier is variously described as a ‘woman’ a ‘trans woman’ and a ‘transgender paedophile’ 
‘who now identifies as a woman’.  
 
While it is true that some trans activists assert that ‘trans women are women’ this is an opinion, 
not a fact. It is also a highly contentious opinion.   
 
The eminent biologist and scientist Lord Robert Winston has stated, ‘I will say this categorically — 
that you cannot change your sex…’3 Yet, as the Goodier coverage shows, some members of 
IPSO are ignoring the facts of biological sex in favour of an ill-defined opinion on gender identity. 
 

Alternative facts 
 
Former adviser to Donald Trump, Kellyanne Conway was, quite rightly, pilloried for coining the 
phrase ‘alternative facts’ — but as this example shows, some IPSO regulated publications are 
providing readers with alternative ‘facts’.  
 
And the fact that two outlets in the same company — Mirror online and NorthantsLive — have 
reported Goodier’s sex differently highlights how inconsistently the Code and Codebook are 
currently being interpreted. 
 
The Editors’ Codebook  Sub Clause 1 (i) states the press must take care not to publish 
inaccurate, misleading or distorted information… [our emphasis]. And Sub Clause iv of the 
Editors’ Codebook adds the clarification, ‘The Press, while free to editorialise and campaign, 
must distinguish clearly between comment, conjecture and fact. [our emphasis]. 
 
Coverage by the Mirror, Sun and Northwich Guardian fails to meet these standards. 
 
It is clearly inaccurate and misleading to describe Goodier as a woman. He is a biological male 
who has not met the requirements to obtain a Gender Recognition Certificate, which would afford 
him legal recognition in his acquired gender. In short, he is a man both biologically (i.e. factually) 
and legally. 
 
Crimes of this nature are also far more commonly committed by men than by women,4 so to 
suggest these offences were committed by a woman — as the Mirror, Sun and Northwich 
Guardian have done — is to publish distorted information.  
 

Truth matters 
 
This is not an isolated case. The unthinking adoption of trans ideology has led to nonsensical 
headlines:  
 

Teesside woman accused of exposing penis, using sex toy and masturbating in public 
 
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/teesside-woman-accused-using-sex-
22260053 
 

Ex-soldier exposed her penis and used wheelie bin as sex toy in public 

 
3 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2021/10/15/will-get-hate-mail-now-lord-robert-winston-
backs-professor-trans/ 
4 https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/18973/pdf/ 



 

 

https://metro.co.uk/2022/04/12/ex-soldier-exposed-her-penis-and-used-wheelie-bin-as-sex-toy-
in-public-16454386/ 
 
 
It has also led to serious harm as a result of men being housed in womens’ prisons simply 
because they say they are women.5 
 
YouGov polling also shows that the public recognises a clear distinction between someone who 
claims to be the opposite sex, as Goodier does, and someone who has undergone gender 
reassignment surgery.6 
 
While it is true that the Equal Treatment Bench Book suggests court officials extend the courtesy 
of using someone’s preferred pronouns, reporters and news outlets are not bound by this. They 
are, however, bound by the Code and its requirement for accuracy. 
 
It should be noted that in the case of Maya Forstater vs CGD Europe et al, the High Court ruled 
that ‘gender critical  beliefs, which include the belief that sex is immutable and not to be conflated 
with gender identity’ are legally protected under the Equality Act.7  
 
The High Court also stated that the belief that sex is immutable is ‘widely shared’.8 
 
It is clear that current reporting around offenders who claim to be transgender is a mess. It is 
inconsistent and muddled. Given the toxic demands for ‘acceptance without exception’ and ‘no 
debate’ from some trans activists this exposes court reporters to abuse and harassment. 
 
However, the solution lies within the Code of Practice itself: 
 
Paragraph (12ii) states: ‘Details of an individual’s race, colour, religion, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, physical or mental illness or disability must be avoided unless genuinely relevant to 
the story.’ 
 
If gender identity is not relevant to the crime or criminal proceedings, it should not be mentioned. 
Instead, reports should accurately record the defendant’s legal sex. 
 
We have confined our response to the reporting of crimes and criminal proceedings, but the 
conflation of sex and gender and the gradual creep of policies and practices which allow men to 
say they are women raises important wider issues.  
 

● Males and females have very different patterns of criminal behaviour. In 2019, 74% of 
individuals dealt with by the Criminal Justice System were male, and 26% were female. In 
all, 95% of the prison population was male. Three quarters of people convicted for TV 
Licence evasion were women.9  
 

 
5 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/seven-sex-attacks-in-womens-jails-by-transgender-convicts-
cx9m8zqpg 
6 https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/07/16/where-does-british-public-
stand-transgender-rights 
7 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/60c1cce1d3bf7f4bd9814e39/Maya_Forstater_v_C
GD_Europe_and_others_UKEAT0105_20_JOJ.pdf (Summary) 
8 Ibid 
9 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/women-and-the-criminal-justice-system-
2019/women-and-the-criminal-justice-system-2019 
 



 

 

The Ministry of Justice points out, ‘females appear to be substantially underrepresented 
throughout the CJS [Criminal Justice System] compared with males. This is particularly 
true in relation to the most serious offence types and sentences.’10 
 
The Ministry of Justice is also clear on the difference between sex and gender: ‘“Sex” can 
be considered to refer to whether someone is male or female based on their physiology, 
with “gender” representing a social construct or sense of self that takes a wider range of 
forms.11  
 
Yet despite this, Freedom of Information requests show that some police forces are 
recording crimes by men as female crimes simply because the offender says they are 
female.12 
 

● By definition, rape is a crime which can only be committed by a man13. Yet in the now 
infamous case of multiple rapist Stephen Wood, aka Karen White, the Guardian reported, 
‘A “predatory and controlling” rapist has been jailed for life after she attacked vulnerable 
women in female prisons.’14 
 
When the legal definition of a rapist includes the words ‘his penis’ how can it possibly be 
accurate to describe a rapist as a woman and use female pronouns? This is not only 
inaccurate, many women find this highly offensive. 
 
 
 

● The Equality Act makes it clear that single-sex spaces are protected by law for ‘privacy, 
decency, to prevent trauma or to ensure health and safety’.15 Yet there are countless 
examples of the rights of women and children to these safe spaces being ignored in the 
name of so-called ‘inclusion’. 
 
Some of the most egregious examples include female patients being forced to share NHS 
wards and rape crisis centres with men who claim to be women.  
 
NHS guidelines instruct staff to lie to female patients who express concerns about men 
being accommodated in female bays or wards. This practice dismisses women’s rights to 
privacy and dignity when they are particularly vulnerable and at least one rape has 
occured as a result.16 
 

 
10 Ibid 
 
11 Ibid 
 
12 https://fairplayforwomen.com/police_record_males_as_female/ 
 
13 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/part/1/crossheading/rape 
14 https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/oct/11/transgender-prisoner-who-sexually-
assaulted-inmates-jailed-for-life 
 
15 https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/advice-and-guidance/separate-and-single-sex-
service-providers-guide-equality-act-sex-and-gender 
 
16 https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-03-16/debates/84C9B6AA-0214-4CEF-A41D-
302373BDC190/HealthAndCareBill 
Column 430 



 

 

One of Scotland’s largest rape crisis centres is now headed by a man who claims to be a 
woman and has said rape victims could reframe” their trauma and have “a more positive 
relationship with it”. He claims rape then ‘becomes a story that empowers you and allows 
you to go and do other more beautiful things with your life’. 
17 
The only rape crisis centre in Brighton allows men to attend counselling sessions and 
refuses to convene female-only meetings alongside mixed sex ones.18 One victim was 
advised to ‘reframe her boundaries’ and the centre has also criticised the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission for allegedly ‘framing the support needs of cis women as more 
important than the support needs of trans people’.19 
 

We welcome the opportunity to comment on these issues and sincerely hopes that IPSO offers 
clear guidance to journalists and editors which reflects its own Code and Codebook. Accuracy is 
the bedrock of all journalism. Anything which ignores or distorts the facts is comment or 
conjecture. 
 

 
17 https://www.heraldscotland.com/politics/19509343.outcry-plan-educate-bigoted-rape-
survivors-trans-rights/ 
 
18 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10779947/Rape-victims-legal-fight-transgender-
woman-allowed-access-female-support-group.html 
 
19 https://www.brightonandhovenews.org/2022/05/05/brighton-rape-crisis-centre-sued-over-
refusal-to-offer-female-only-groups/ 
 


